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The major problem of this study is how right to work is reflected in Okky 
Madasari’s The Years of the Voiceless. The objective of this study is to analyze 
the novel based on the feminist analysis. In analyzing The Years of the Voiceless, 
the writer uses qualitative method and feminist approach. The data sources consist 
of primary data and secondary data sources. The primary data source is the The 
Years of the Voiceless novel itself and the secondary data sources are the other 
sources related to the analysis such as the author’s biography, some books and 
article related to the subject. The method of the data collection is library research. 
The technique of data analysis is descriptive analysis. The result of the study 
shows the following conclusion. Based on Feminist Approach, The Years of the 
Voiceless novel shows the right to work that happen in Sumarni as the major 
character in this novel.  
 










A. Introduction  
Every person in the world has rights. Rights can be obtained since 
human beings are born. There are a lot of rights, such as right to life, right to 
vote and right to work. Human rights are not of a legal nature, but of a moral 
nature; the enforcement of human rights is needed and should be universal so 
that the human race can continue to advance and flourish. (Darraj, 2010: 24). 
Right to work is the part of human right. The right to work is the 
concept that people have a human right to work, or engage in productive 
employment, and may not be prevented from doing so. Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, Article 23.1 said that Everyone has the right to work, to 
free choice of employment, to just and favorable conditions of work and to 
protection against unemployment. 
The position of women is constructed by tradition. Village women have 
an active role in the economic organization of farming, gardening, livestock, 
and trading.  The division of work of women and men in Java is determined 
by ability and gender. Women get employment according the nature and 
flexibility income in trading vegetables and rice, harvesting rice and etc. 
Anderson states that: “Woman’s role in economic life has always been 
underestimated, there are assumptions that woman who works for wages is 
doing it for “pin money”, and women’s work is not as valuable as man’s. The 
result was woman’s work has not been paid the same as men’s get”. 
(Andersen, 1997:75). 
The years of the Voiceless novel is written by Okky Madasari. It was 
published on July 2013. Okky Madasari’s novel “Entrok (2010)” is translated 
into English by Nurhayat Indriyatno Mohamed as “The Years of the 
Voiceless” in 2013 which told about life under militarism during the 
Indonesia’s New Order era. It also shows how people use their position of 
power as a tool to oppress people who do not have power. 
The Years of the Voiceless was written by Okky Madasari. Actually her 
name is Okky Puspa Madasari, but known as Okky Madasari. Okky was born 
on October 30, 1984 in Magetan, East Java, Indonesia. She graduated from 
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Gadjah Mada University’s International Relations Department in 2005 with 
Bachelor Degree in Political Science. She has chosen to become a journalist 
and writer ever since her graduation. In 2012, she took sociology for her 
Master's degree from the University of Indonesia, and graduated in July 2014 
with a thesis on Genealogy of Indonesian Novels: Capitalism, Islam and 
Critical Literature. Okky Madasari is an Indonesian author and journalist. She 
won an Indonesian major and most celebrated literary prize, Khatulistiwa 
Literary Award, in 2012 for her third novel, Maryam.
 
At the age of 28, she is 
the youngest ever to win this prestigious award. Okky Madasari married 
Abdul Khalik, a journalist with English-language newspaper in Indonesia 
(The Jakarta Post, 2003-2012, and Jakarta Globe, 2012-present) they met 
when both of them covered the United Nation Convention against Corruption 
(UNCAC) in Bali January 2008 before they married in December 2008. 
The word “Entrok” is from Jawa that mean Bra. There are two 
narrators: Sumarni, a girl who grows into puberty in a village near the East 
Java city of Madiun in the early period of Indonesian independence, second is 
Rahayu as Sumarni’s daughter. It began when Sumarni lived with mother 
who was called "Simbok". Singget village was place where Sumarni and 
Simbok lived. Simbok worked as cassavas cutter in those people who sold 
cassavas in the ngranget market. In Ngranget market, the women were paid 
with food, while the men were paid in cash. Sumarni wanted to have a 
Entrok. She began working as a women porter. Every day Sumarni worked as 
porter, and her fee was collected bit by bit until finally she was able to buy 
Entrok. Then Sumarni married with Teja and had a daughter named Rahayu. 
Sumarni moved from a porter become trader in Ngranget market. Sumarni 
expanded her business of selling profit, and also can be credited. 
The people in the village always assumed marni was moneylenders, 
although they did not stop borrowing money to Marni. Not only were the 
villagers, but the officials also squeezed Marni. Military also did the same. 
They always oppressed the villagers to use their positions as a shield. If there 
were people fight against, the officer put them in prison.  
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Rahayu studied in Yogyakarta. She became the first graduate in the 
village. Marni was let down by Rahayu because Rahayu wanted to get 
married with Amri, a man who has a wife. Marni faced difficult times in her 
life. Her husband died, while her business was bankrupt. In addition Sumarni 
heard that Rahayu went to jail.  After Rahayu was out of jail, she became very 
quiet.  Actually her new ID card get branded PKI.  The sign on her ID card  
maybe will make Rahayu difficult to get job. Sumarni did anything to make 
Rahayu back again. 
Sumarni wanted to see her daughter happy again, so she was looking 
for a young man who wanted to marry her. After getting Sutomo, Marni 
prepared all the wedding preparations. However,  one day before marriage, 
Sutomo and his father came to the marni’s house and request to cancel his 
marriage, because he found that Rahayu’s ID card was labeled PKI.  
There are three reasons why the writer is interested in studying this 
novel. Firstly, The Years of the Voiceless is a good novel, where the crime 
and the freedom in that era are shown nicely in the story. Secondly, this novel 
gives the real feelings of the society about their way to live. Thirdly, this 
novel also told how hard woman got work in that era.  
Based on the review above, the researcher is interested to identify the 
right to work that happened to Sumarni. The researcher will identify it by 
using feminist approach. So, the researcher entitles her research ”Right to 
Work Reflected at Okky Madasari’s The Years of the Voiceless (2013); A 
Feminist Approach”. 
The problem statement of this research is how right to work is reflected 
in The Years of the Voiceless (2013) directed by Okky Madasari. The 
objectives of study are mentioned as follow: a) To analyze Okky Madasari’s 
The Years of the Voiceless novel based on structure elements of the novel, b) 
To reveal right to work based on feminist approach.  
The research on The Years of the Voiceless novel has been conducted 
by some students. The first research  is conducted by Tsalasaniarsa Riefky 
Septiyanto (IKIP PGRI Semarang, 2011) entitled Kritik Politik Dalam Novel 
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“ENTROK” Karya Okky Madasari dan Alternatif Pembelajaran Sastra di 
SMA (Sekolah Menengah Atas). This research describes about political 
critism and the alternatives teaching for Senior High School.The second 
research is conducted by Defi Prihatiningsih (UNNES, 2012) entitled Uang 
dan Kekuasaan pada Masa Orde Baru dalam Novel Entrok karya Okky 
Madasari: Kajian Hegemoni Gramsci. This research describes about practical 
hegemony in new order era and how the money and authorization play in that 
era. 
In this research, the writer employs the similar data source which is The 
Years of the Voiceless novel, but applies different approach called Feminist 
Approach focusing on the right to work of the major character (Sumarni) in 
The Years of the Voiceless novel. 
 
B. Research Method  
In this research, the writer analyzes Okky Madasari’s The Years of the 
Voiceless novel (2013). There are five elements that should be taken into 
account in this research. Type of Research, in writing this study the writer 
employs the descriptive qualitative research. Moleong (1983: 3) affirms that 
qualitative research is a research which results in the descriptive data in the 
form of observation people or behaviors. Then, the steps of conducting this 
qualitative study are: (a) determining the object of the study (b) determining 
the source of the data (c) determining the method of data collection (d) 
determining the techniques of data analysis. The object of the study is The 
Years of the Voiceless novel by Okky Madasari which is published in 2013. It 
is analyzed by using Feminist approach. They are two types of data namely 
primary data and secondary data that needed to do this research. The primary 
data are the main data obtained from all the words, dialogues, phrases and 
sentences in the novel. The primary data source of the study is The Years of 
the Voiceless novel by Okky Madasari. The secondary data are the supporting 
data taken from literary books, criticism, and some articles related to the play. 
The secondary data of the study are taken from any information related to the 
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novel. In conducting the study, the writer uses the techniques in collecting the 
data as follows: (a) Reading the novel repeatedly (b) taking notes of 
important part in the both of primary and secondary data (c) underlying the 
important dialogues which are related to the study (d) arranging the data into 
several parts based on its classification (e) selecting the data by rejecting the 
irrelevant information which does not support the topic of the study (f) 
drawing the conclusion of the analysis that has already done in the former 
chapter and formulating its pedagogical suggestion.  
In analyzing data, the writer employs descriptive qualitative analysis of 
content. The steps of technique of the data analysis are compiled as follows: 
(a) analyzing the structural elements of the novel. Focus will be paid on the 
structural analysis of the novel (b) trying to decide the feminist analysis of the 
literary work. Focus will be paid on the meaning of right to work (c) making 
discussion of the finding and (d) making conclusion. 
 
C. Finding and Discussion 
The Years of the Voiceless novel is written by Okky Madasari. The 
major characters are Sumarni and Rahayu. Sumarni is a village woman who 
was born during the war. Sumarni is Javanese village woman who still 
worships the ancestors. Sumarni is the first female porter in Ngranget market. 
She is a strong female porter, although many people thought that she is not 
strong enough to do this. Sumarni is a hardworking person. She works hard to 
get what she wants. Sumarni is as a moneylender. She takes profit of 
borrowing money. She did it with the reason to help people. Even though 
many people did not like what she does, but many people still ask her to 
borrow the money. Sumarni is a village woman who was not educated and 
illiterate. Rahayu is a child who has a different idea with her mother 
(Sumarni). Rahayu grew into a girl who converted to Islam, and did not like 
her mother that still worshiped the ancestors. Rahayu is an educated child. 
She grew to be a smart child from the parents who cannot read. Rahayu 
continued her school until university. Rahayu is hater. Rahayu was ashamed 
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and disgusted with her mother (Sumarni) because a lot of people said that her 
mother was a sinner. Rahayu studied agriculture in university. She becomes 
mosque activists in the campus. Rahayu is a stubborn person. She thinks that 
she is always right in all decision. Rahayu said that her mother is a sinner, but 
actually Rahayu is also a sinner. She did not uphold her beliefs to the end. 
She did sin things and violated her beliefs. 
The minor characters are Simbok, Tinah, Paklik, Suteja. Mrs Dimah, 
Tonah, Mr Waji, Old Man Noto, Koh Cahayadi, Amri Hasan, Taufik, Kyai 
Hasbi, Wagimun, Sumadi, Marijo, Endang Sulastri, Mr Amin, Mehong, 
Arini, Ndari, Karterejo, Mr Kirun and Sutomo. Simbok is Sumarni’s mother. 
She is a traditional Javanese woman, illiterate, and still believes in the power 
of ancestral spirits. Tinah is Paklik’s daughter, Simbok’s brother. Tinah is a 
woman who makes Sumarni wants to have a bra. She brought newness in the 
attitude of women dressed Java. Paklik is Simbok’s brother. He is Tinah’s 
father. Paklik worked as a construction worker. Teja is a porter in Ngranget 
market. Teja is Sumarni’s husband. After he was married to Sumarni, Teja 
stopped working as a porter. Teja is a lazy person. He is also the person who 
only thinks about himself, which only depend on Sumarni. Teja is people who 
often have an affair, he often has fun with another woman and Teja also likes 
drunk. Mrs. Dimah is a woman who sells cassavas. She has a stall in 
Ngranget market. She includes people who are successful in trading that 
became Simbok permanent employer. Tonah is a woman who works at 
Sumarni’s home and she had worked with Marni for long time. Mr. Waji is 
Rahayu’s Islamic studies teacher in primary teacher. He is a teacher religion 
that can be regarded as the first person to open up the view of Rahayu about 
her mother habits who still worships the ancestors. He is Teja’s father. He 
also works as a porter and became the oldest porter who had worked in 
Ngranget market. Koh Cayadi is a Chinese hard-working character and still 
believes in the power of ancestral spirits. Amri hasan is a lecturer at the law 
university. He is Rahayu’s husband. He is young, handsome with Arabic 
features. His skin is fair, his eyes wide, his eyebrows thick and his nose 
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aquiline and large. He also fights for a justice. Taufik is a reporter for a local 
paper which is also a member of Koran recital group. Kyai Hasbi is a man 
who has faith in his religion is unwavering. He is Amri and Rahayu’s teacher. 
He has three wives and he is person who always defends the oppressed 
people. Wagimun is a one of the people who live in the village that will 
drown. Sumadi is a commander, an officer with a pot belly and a thick 
mustache. He is a man in the uniform who has power that likes to squeeze 
wealth. Marijo is an employee in the counting department at the sugar 
factory. He was the only one who always paid Sumarni for sugarcanes. 
Endang Sulastri was younger than Sumarni. She is the other Teja’s wife who 
asks for property for her son with Teja and she is well-known dancer. Mr 
Amin is owner where Rahayu stayed in Magelang. He is a good man. 
Mehong is a man who works as a pedicab driver. He is one of victim of 
injustice of soldier. Arini is Rahayu’s friend. She is also the third wife of 
Kyai Hasbi. Ndari is twelve years old. She was in sixth grade.  She was taller 
She has a sunburned brown skin. She has given her body to save everyone. 
Kartorejo is Ndari’s father. He prostituted her daughter to the soldier to 
rescue the villagers. Mr Kirun is a laborer that requested Sumarni to marry his 
son with Rahayu. Sutomo is Kirun’s son. He gets plan to marry Rahayu but 
failed because he is scared married with a woman who had been stamped as 
PKI. 
Setting of place of this novel is located in Singget village. Then 
Sumarni follows Simbok to Ngranget market to help her peed cassavas. The 
story then moved to Mount Kawi where Sumarni followed Koh Cayadi made 
a pilgrimage routinely. Rahayu chose to go to Yogyakarta for university. The 
story moved to Magelang where Rahayu, Amri and the other friends became 
defenders people weak and search for justice. Next is story happens in Prison, 
Semarang.  
Setting of time in this novel in 1950, it was the first time when Sumarni 
and Simbok lived in Singget village. Around 1960 Teja has become 
Sumarni’s husband. In 1975, Sumarni becomes a moneylender and it makes 
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the authorities also began to demand payment as security money to Sumarni. 
In 1977, there were elections in Singget village.  By the start of 1980 Sumarni 
began to pilgrimage in Mount Kawi. In 1982, Rahayu decided to go to 
Yogyakarta for college. In 1983, there were more security post built 
throughout Singget .In 1984, Rahayu join a campus activist and getting to 
know Amri who later would become her husband. In January 1985, there was 
accident in Magelang. Rahayu was home in January 1986. She went home 
with Amri to ask for permission to marry with him .In 1987, Sumarni lost her 
husband. March 1990, Sumarni held a big memorial thousandth-day 
anniversary to Teja. In January 1987, Rahayu, Amri and Kyai Hasbi went to 
the village where the land would be evicted to defend and help got the right of 
the villagers. In 1990,  Rahayu put into prison. In August 1992, Rahayu was 
free from the prison. January 15, 1994 Rahayu failed to marry because she 
was a PKI. In January 1999, Sumarni become stressed and Rahayu back to 
work.  
There are many plots presented in Okky Madasari’s The Years of the 
Voiceless novel that can be divided into four sequential levels, exposition, 
complication, climax, and resolution. The exposition of the story begins when 
Sumarni who want to have a bra decided to follow Simbok to work as 
laborers in the market and then she become porters to be paid with money. 
Marni keep work hard until she can buy a bra. She was married with Teja and 
has a daughter named Rahayu. The complication of the story begins when 
Sumarni more successful in business. Some problems come to her, as insult 
people who say she is a sinner, moneylenders and her daughter who started 
hating Sumarni. Rahayu increasingly hated her mother and make a difference 
in thinking between them widened. Sumarni also became a victim of the 
authorities. Then, Rahayu continued her study in Jogja. Rahayu decided to 
become activists in the mosque campus and met with Amri. Rahayu decided 
to marry with Amri, a man who already had a wife although Sumarni did not 
agree with Rahayu’s decision. The story has climax when Rahayu join Kyai 
Hasbi to defend the people of the village to be evicted in Magelang. Rahayu 
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was lost Amri. At the same time, Sumarni also lost her husband. In the midst 
of grief of Amri’s dead, Rahayu was affair with Kyai Hasbi. He decided to 
return home and Rahayu keep her commitments to stay. Rahayu was fight and 
she captured by the army and put into prison. Resolution in this story is when 
Rahayu released from prison. Rahayu‘s life changed after that tragedy. She 
gets a new ID card with stamp of PKI. Sumarni want Rahayu married with 
Mr. Kirun’s son, Sutomo. Sutomo cancel his plan to marry with Rahayu 
because she is a PKI. After the incident Sumarni be stressful. Five years after 
the incident Rahayu start a new life.  
The theme of Okky Madasari’s The Years of the Voiceless novel is 
“government arbitrariness brings sufferings to the powerless people”. Its 
mean the arbitrariness of the authorities is shown by those who have the 
power to do anything that they want and the authorities oppress the civilians. 
There are many styles presented in Okky Madasari’s The Years of the 
Voiceless novel that can be divided into grammatical structure, sentence 
construction, diction, and figurative language. The elaboration above shows 
that the structure element in English is a good unity. It can be seen clearly 
from the structural elements of the novel. It is namely character and 
characterization; setting, plot, theme, and style are interested together in 
building wholeness.  
The feminist analysis above shows that the author creates The Years of 
the Voiceless to carry her world views. Social background of the author is 
represented in the novel. The major and some minor characters have their 
own world view on freedom of though. Okky Madasari also employs them to 
describe social, economic, political, cultural, religion, women condition in 
Indonesia era, and life of author.  
In social aspect, population and transmigration in Indonesia become the 
point which is conveyed by the author. Population and transmigration grow 
quite well in that era.  
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In economic aspect, Indonesian population at that time was mostly 
farmers. The agricultural sector is the largest sector in the economy of 
Indonesia. It produces some plants, such as rice, coffee, tea, vegetables, etc.  
In political aspect, political life in Indonesia as illustrated by Okky 
Madasari is uncertainty. The uncertainty is caused by the law in Indonesia 
that always swings. No one is treated equally under the law. 
In cultural aspect, Indonesia is rich in culture, such as dance and music.  
Moreover, ethnic and language is also diverse, such as Javanese, Sundanese, 
etc. 
In religion aspect, Indonesia had always been a multireligious society. 
The government of Indonesia recognizes five religions namely Islam, 
Christian, Catholic, Hinduism and Buddhism. In Indonesia, people who had 
no religion were forbidden, so everyone should be has religion and the 
religion is should one of the five religions are allowed. 
In women condition in Indonesia era, men have more right than women 
do. Women are considered weak, so they only have a role in the family 
environment. Women are not allowed to do men’s job. Eventually the woman 
can prove that they can do all the work, although men's work or out of home. 
Finally, from all aspect that are reflected in The Years of the Voiceless 
novel, there is a close relationship between the novel and the reality of overall 
aspect in Indonesia. Okky Madasari portrays the misery experienced by 
transmigrants and the position of the women who are always behind the men. 
All the major and some minor character are addressed to represent Okky 
Madasari’s world view on freedom of thought. They uphold their own right 
and also the right of oppressed people.  
 
D. Conclusion  
The writer draws two conclusions related to the result of the analysis. 
First, the structural analysis of The Years of the Voiceless that Okky 
Madasari’s wants to convey her idea about right to work. Women have 
different treatment than men. Women are expected not only to accept the 
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condition and wait for the miracle but they must struggle to get better 
condition in all aspect of life. Okky Madasari wants to point out the society 
about right to work in position, role, right and participation. The elaboration 
above shows that structure elements in English are in a good unity.  
Second, based on Feminist analysis, Second, the conclusion is there is 
right that must be fought by women, especially right to work. Beside that, 
women also struggle to get right to get education, to get freedom, and to 
choose what she wants to be in her life. This novel contains many facts that 
are reflecting women’s position, women’s role, women’s right, and women’s 
participation.  Besides that, the role of women is also not just as a wife and a 
mother. Sumarni’s role is also as the backbone of the family. In this novel, 
Okky Madasari’s wants to say that right are not given but must be struggled 
for. It can be seen from Sumarni’s condition in her daily life, she always 
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